Tswalu Game Lodge | The Green
Kalahari
Personal Impression
Many people had told us how beautiful the Kalahari was and when we arrived, we were not
disappointed. The mountains, red soil and green flora is not what is expected in the Kalahari
but this is the GREEN Kalahari. The game was so different to what I had experienced before we
felt privileged to be in this unique environment. Accommodations were very good and the food
exceptional. It is a comfortable lodge, offering luxury but with a casual flair.

Logistics of Getting to Tswalu
There is only ONE way in and out of Tswalu serviced by a private charter company and the size
of the plane depends on the number of people visiting Tswalu. This is run by an air charter
company owned by the Oppenheimer’s who also own Tswalu. Flight duration between
Johannesburg and Tswalu is about 1 ½ hours and between Cape Town and Tswalu about two
hours.
Arrival: You can fly to Tswalu from either Cape Town at 7.50 am or Johannesburg at 11.50 pm
Departure: You can fly from Tswalu to Johannesburg at 10.20 am and to Cape Town at 2.30 pm
Luggage is limited to a total of 44lbs per person – to include checked and carry on.

The Game – A Unique Experience
A trip to Tswalu Kalahari Reserve is unique in many ways. Each suite has its own private ranger
and vehicle. Couples travelling together can share a vehicle. This reserve is divided into two
sections. One with the predators, and one without predators. The reserve is focused on only
animals that are endemic species to the Kalahari. You will see and experience game here you
will not see anywhere else.
A few examples below:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

There is a habituated Meerkat colony. At morning light begin by walking up to a meerkat
colony as they emerge to warm themselves in the sunshine before scampering off to forage.
The meerkats will stand right at your feet.
Marvel at the rare Black Desert Rhino (see photo below).
At the end of the day, you can walk an aardvark.
One of the few areas where you may see a pangolin – we saw them on all three of our trips.
See huge Kalahari Lions.
Follow wild dogs on the hunt.
See the stunning Sable Antelope.

•

The very graceful Oryx.

Simply a different experience than the Kruger Park private reserves.

They offer the same experiences as most safari lodges - Guided Bush Walks, Spa Treatments
and they also offer Horseback Riding

Accommodations
The Motse suites are large, elegant and yet have a nice simplicity to the design. There is a large
rock fireplace in the middle of the room, a large staging area for all your “stuff” on entry to the
room. There is also a long desk that is so wonderful for your computer and paperwork. The
bathroom is large with a large bathtub, separate shower and double vanities. They do not have
any drawers but plenty of shelves and hanging space. The Family suites are really not suitable
for two adult couples as the second bedroom is small with small twin beds. However it is an
option for a couple that want two bathrooms and a separate lounge area.
The Motse | Motse Suites

Public Areas
At the main house in the Motse, guests can relax in the spacious lounge with a nice fireplace,
comfy couches and several different seating areas. The main lounge leads onto a patio
overlooking the outdoor heated swimming pool and pool terrace. There is a mezzanine library
with TV/satellite, - a small gift shop run on the honor system. Write in the book what you took
and it will appear on your bill. This epitomizes the relaxed atmosphere of the lodge. You are a
guest and treated as a guest in their home. There is also a gym. The dining area is on one end
of the main lounge with plenty of tables for privacy for all guests.

Food and Beverage
The food was outstanding. You can eat at any time you wish and they have an “all-day dining
menu”. Other facilities include a walk-in wine cellar stocked with South African wines, where
you can select the wine you wish for the evening, a stocked refrigerator where you can help
yourself to what soft drink or water you wish. The bar is manned but it is nice to have the
option to select your own beverage.
A new addition to Tswalu dining is Restaurant Klein Jan who was the first South African chef to
receive a Michelin Star for restaurant in Nice, France.
You are first invited to step back in time on the stoep of a 100-year-old farmhouse. Boscia
House, that inspired architect Adrian Davidson’s daring subterranean design. It was respectfully
restored to set the scene for Klein JAN’s modern dining experience. Dining at Klein JAN is a
culinary adventure from start to finish. Guests are served different courses in theatrical spaces,
igniting all the senses, which keeps the dining experience exciting and interactive.

Internet
There is internet and WIFI access in the rooms.
Website: Tswalu Lodge

